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REVOLT IN UTTAR PRADESH 


OMMENTATORS have discovered thar the record of the 20,006 


; strong Provincial Armed Constabulary in UT. is not so bre 
OD CRISIS 


after all. Aren't these mén arrovant, much too trigger-happy, without 
t Hy V) 


am concern for human life? In some of the communal riots in U.P. they 
BING FOR THE POOR: hah 


= f have joined hands with hooligans and’ looters. The Inspector-General 
PRADIIAN “HH, Ixasap 


FAL POLLUTION 
USSR 
muaRt PkASAD, Guosu 


ct Police, U-P., pointed out the need lor some disciplinary action, bUE 


authorities have been mduleent. They were, because the sufferer 


so far have been unarmed civilians—the poor and the wretched. of THE 
earth, Thev Have had now the shock of their lives, after the violent 
diashes or battles between the army and the PAC in quife a few towns 
MEN AREN'T of Uttar Pradesh 
EMEN 
RAK 


the breeding sround of our T'rime Ministers, where 
general elections are due. A hoarse cry for discipline has gone wh 
: Mose Quarters 

MOS CULTURAL What prodded. the 
USSPREAM' was not the insensate arson ay Lucknow University bur the #rutermmisa- 
FTA tion between the stuclents and the PAC 
TTA. THE CITY OF the destre ofthe students, One wonders ap the transformation of the PAG. 
BAISANCE—VII What on earth changed the 

Oost : Why. did 


authorities into hasty and impruden, action 
posted om the campus #eainst 


sé tough, ruthless men into political bemes? 
they make common catse with the students and marched If 


we step with them? The fraternisation. which is a fumanising and politi. 


aa y . ; cising force, is unique in independent India and would no; disturb thos 
BNOUK: NO SURREN- ru s jus depent dig and would no; disturb those 
HE who are not enamoured of the law and order enforced by 


a corrupt, 

Som Delhi rapacious, evnical goyernment, The frafernisation, whith cos, the 

LOSING GAME PAC about 22 lives, many wounded and scores jailed, may bé @ 

Bor trical. Corris- precedent. This ts a nightmare for the authorities. Par, cf the ordinary 
police force was also involved ancl many leaders of the Police Association 
bave been arrested. The Association itself has been banned. 


I; is a pity that the army was cafled our and that it suffered losses, 


Plansloads of hem had to be fnown to U.P. Whar a tause to die fort 


., . . : 
Hiditor : Samar Sen Perhaps the situation would not have been so sharp but for the precipi. 


At Moo Invta Pues, tate reaction of the Central Government which wanted the PAC te he 
Simon Muick Souage, disarmed all over the Staite in pre-dawn swoops. But give the devil hig 
ALS AND PURLISHED WEEELY bites eos : . , 

ictal Posuications (P) Lt. due. The ‘authorities sometimes seem intelligent enough to féead the 

ca Sint yuo ol, Morr Lawn writing on the wall.- They canno; be calm in a summery cf hunger 


> 243200 and discontent, with food. riots breaking out here and there. Things? 








are falling apart. As the situation 
worsens, the Government will resort 
to more violent ‘measures. | A mu- 
tiny in the PAC is no small matter, 
particularly when i; broke out after 
fraternisation with a section of the 
people. M. K. Gandhi did not 
mind the Garhwal Regimen; in the 
British NWFP being disciplined be- 
cause it had disobeyed orders to fire 
on unarmed satyagrahis. His disci- 
pies will see to it that the PAC is 
purged and punished. Bu; this 
mutiny, which has embittered rela- 
tions between the army and the 
police and bettered those between 
the PAC and sections of the people, 
is bound to have repercussions in 
the future. 


Dindigul Verdict 


The defeat of the ruling DMK in 
tie by-election to the Lok Sabha 
from) Dindigul constituency would 
have egeed on the Congress Govern- 
ment at the Centre to overt at- 
tempts to send out of office the 
Karunanidhi Ministry in Tamil 
Nadu but for the misergble show- 
ing of the Congress party itself. The 
niive demand of the Arma DMK 
leader, Mr M. G. Ramachandran, 
tha; the Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
should resign because his party has 
been defeated ay Dindigul ‘would 
have found an enthusiastic echo in 
the Congress party had not the Con- 
press party been vulnerable to the 
atgument and demand, The DMK 
candidate has been defeated, no 
douh; badly; but in two successive 
by-elections to the Lok Sabha from 
Ranka in Bihar and Dindigul, the 
Congress candidates havd not only 
been defeated, buy also los; their 
Security deposits. Tf the DMK has 
t resion in Tamil Nadu, the Con- 
_ 2ress cannoy claim exemption at the 
Centre; in fact, the Goneress may 
have to show the way. 

The T%indigul by-election has a 
lesson Wor both the ruling parties. 
Attempts will be made to explain 
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away the election results by glib as 
sértions that the voters were swayed 
by various | extraneous considera- 
tions, ike chose of caste, But in 
this matter \the voters of Dindigul 
were left with no choice, for every 
contesting party had se, up a candi- 
date belonging to the Thevar com- 
munity which fs in a majority in 
the constituency. Obviously, thay 
did not think thay this attempr to 
exploit casteism clashed with then 
ideal of a classless and casteless so- 
ciety, Caste was not the decisive fac- 
tor at Dindigul; the candidates were 
judged by the performance of the 
parties they represented. The Con- 
gress candidate in the by-election 
had polled ahout one and a half lakh 
yotes in the same constituency as a 
Congress (O) Swatantra candidate in 
the mid-term poll in 1971. Buy as 
Congress candidate he go, only 
11,000 odd votes despite the new 
Indira wave that the ebullient Con- 
eress president ‘thinks has set int 
after the State takeover of wholesale 
trade in foodgrains and the coup in 
the Supreme Court. It is clear that 
in the mid-term poll the yotes were 
cast In fayour of the Congress (O) 
and not in favour of its candidate 
personally, The ideological com- 
promise that the socialisy mentors of 
the Central Government, like M1 
Kumaramangalam and Mr’ Subrama- 
niam, had to make in setting up as 
the Congress candidate a person 
who, until recently, belonged to the 
Gongress(O) has not paid off. Din 
dieul has refused to submit to the 
Indira did nat to 
the old, 

The DMK’s defeat appears the 
more crushing, because it failed to 
come even a which 
place has gone to the Congress (O). 
Mr Karunanidhj ascribed ihe 
defeat to the wrone choice of the 
party's candidate and  conrended 
thar the ADMK won because it set 
up a candidate belonging to a par- 
ticular sect of the Thevar commu- 
nity, The contention is an alibi 
which can do him and his party ne 
The voters of Dindigul have 


new wave as it 


poor second 


has 


eood, 


expressed their disappointnem 
the DMK under Mr Karu 
and have not rejected ott of 
the charges of corruption tif 
against the MinistryAby Mr 
chandran. The Dindigul 
may not reflect the opinion of 
Nadu as a whole, bug thay 97 
son why Mr ‘Karunanidhig 
not profit from it, Dindjgull 
expressed its lack of confidenm 
only in the DMK buy also ii 
parties which had had ai 
power in the State. It has be 
ity favour on a party which mul 
electoral debut in the constif 
because if was the only part 
the fray which had no; bean 
and found wanting. Dindigl 
passed strictures on all extai 
parties; the voters ate disilli 
with the parties that gene 
minate the elections, though 
with elections vet. 


Jobs For 500,008 


Yet another flamboyant eh 
has descended on the des tf 
seckcrs in the country; the Gé 
ment of India has promsel® 
vide employmen; to 500,0005 
cated youths by the end of 4 
1974, Ulnder the new crash 
the Government has decided @ 
jobs to all the unemployed eng 
in the cotntry. Besides tha 
agricultural engineers, vel 
doctors, architects, qualified @ 
cial artists and scheduled Gate 
scheduled tribe eraduates inal 
jects would be absorbed in 
While the enti 
nomy of the country ts writiy 


ancial year, 
der various shortages it taka 
make such jig 
The new scheme. it is fel TR 
is just being dangled before dh 
cated youths to raise the 
hopes ; whethey it will be yoni 
practice or no; is another til 

The latest employment ei 
fivures show that the number 
seekers jn rising at an alanmin 
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ment Me At the beginning of 1973, 
irre miter of educated jobless 
t of B Bie ancl above) was 3:3. million 


, menipired With 2.3 nyillion a year 
Mi Tf Sr aietease of Ohe million. The 


i] us 1 ipleyinent scheme cf the Cen- 
1 ob Ta Bayeiinen; will start this year 
is nol Dee S0),000 jobs for educated 


[hi shea 


digul B is 10) crores for 50,000 jobs 
jdenet only Re 2000 a person. What 
o in at i pality stim. provide? The 
1 rua Buon Ol the Government is that 
s bestow aia Will lie rested only ay ‘seed 


h made which will be supplemented 
1) St CU maps from hanks, financial in- 
party a Mme and ihe private sector. Ih 


heen if been decided that in lieu 


ndiguls ipvidiniy jobs, the emphasis will 
estab Pm On sclégencrating employ- 
sil ltste Servi granting that money 
‘rally ihe forthcoming, will the scheme 


ough in the present inhospitable 
Mer Thousands of existing 
Means with their tong experi- 
Sie nmy tying because they are 
Peeing § enough power, ww 
Mera, aiid orders to utilise their 
, Py alediiately, Despite nursing 
t eS Ptaiks, many small 
pera and die on these 
ie GA "7 See. OF the more enterprising 
cd Oe Bie Trustrate:| jobseekers who al- 


000% 


units fall 
account of 


000 a enad starred self-employment, 

of Mit Had to admit defeay although 
ish seh wil the requisite skill and. cour- 
ted (o ruth ts that small enter- 
{ engin Wewat flower in a staonant 
them | ; 


amyend in widespread corrtip- 
The Government proposes to 
MEN men training for a 
mS) 16 make them stand on 
untest, However, the train- 
mim some Abstract lectures and 
Me under an entreprencur 
meernurcly different from work 
mamenirepreneir, And as the 
ime of Wes! Reneal shows, 
minine has not been success. 

I id Of the Rs 9 crores of the 
em for training engineers 
Mainspent in 1972-73, That 
Dithe nex; eleven months 
D shicated youths will be fix- 
Mies through such a process 
fill talk, Congress Minis- 


veren 
d coma 
caste 
in all 
in this 
entire 
richie 
akes ai 
prone 
by ll 
ve thew 
i” St 
reals 
matte 
t exces 
ber of 
Pee 


1973 


mi flory 4 with a budge, of Rs 100. 
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ters and leaders of the ruling party 
do not «usually mean what they say. 


Their hig promises might lull 
réstless unemployed 
while. 


youths for 


deluge will come later. 


Brezhnev In Bonn 


Mr Leonid Brezhnev's 


electrical and 


crave 
radrets 
well known 
ed a Mercedes tn Bonn if he 
with the 
Chancelllor Brandt, 


salished colloquy 


Brezhnev 


West 


outcome of his visi, to 


many—the first by any Russian Jead- 
Second World War— 
and there is no reason why he should 


er since the 


not have obliged 
by accepting the 
Nixon 
Cadillac 
Washington in 
the 


will be 
when he 


Presiden; 
him a 


the 
will say to all such offers, that “every 


Soviet Ambassador in 


thing depends on how succassfully 
In spite of all 
the efforts made by the Russian and 
German Press to project the Brezh- 
preat 
moment the wofld took litde  in- 
In kact nothing 
created 
man 
his 
limited, 


the visit proceeds”. 


nev jaunt as -something of 


terest in the show. 
has ever 
Although 
considerable 
political appeal 


about Breziinev 
the 


power, 


moch interest 


now wields 


remains 


He las now total control over foreign 


policy matters, hut he makes his de- 


sions so very obvious that 


can see through his |moves.. 
be- 
ing on the West German soil he has 
performed an act of 


eyeat historic sienificance: by 
forgiveness. 
Isn"} jit 2 
of World Way It? Buy why this 
keenness 10 befriénd the Germans? 
Thore ‘are both ) political and eco- 
nomic motivations, The Russians 
have been tryitig very hard 16 ease 
tensions in Central Europe so that 
they can continue to keep pressure 


the 


Do not bother now tha; the 


For 
limousines is 
He was to have accept- 
Was" 
with 
has 
évery reason to feel happy with the 
Ger- 


the German hosts 
limousine, Perhaps 
offering 
foes to 
a Kew days. Perhaps 


USA 


anybody 
His 


visit 40 Bonn has no doubt been of 


also forgetting the martyrs 


on the 
heit 


Chinese without 


economy too much. 


attitude), SALT or the 


trezhney also aims at getting 
with the 
Brandt's Ost- 
scheme are 
nature, | 
breakthrough 


sent reJationships 

European countries, 
politik and Brezhnev's 
complementary in 

Chancellor needed a 

in the East; 
allowed him that in returm of Bonn 
acceptance of the separate existence 
of East Germany and the postwar 
less of territory. The new Western 
frontier o€ Poland has been recog 
nised. Bonn are now 
trying to plug the only remaining 
hole in the Ostpalitik. They are 
hard at it to develop their fiture 
relations on the thar the 
Munich agreement never existed and 
vet again that iy did. With the un 
comfortable issues out of the way 
Brezhnev fel jo po ' ta 
Bonn to give lis formal seal of ape 
proval to the Ostpolitik. He is also 
desperately looking for Western and 
Japanese help to rehabilitate the 
economy. The ten-year economic 
agreement with West Germany pro- 
vides for the creation of industrial 
complexes, expansion of the exist 


Prague and 


ba § is 


“confiden; 


ing units, and cooperation in the pro- 


duction of raw materials, Tt also 


envisages exchange {of patents, 


know-how and rec hnic al cooperation. 
West Germany now.comes fitst among 
Russia's capitalist ‘trade partners— 
the two-way trade. last 


year a mount 


ed to $1.5 billion. Bonn is now 


planning to penetrate the Russiatt 
market in a big way and wiilise 
Russian resources to solve its expeet- 
crisis in the 


ed energy “eighties, 


That will be a wonderful sight—a 
socialist country cOming to the res- 


cue of a capitalist country. 


stramming 

Whether 

t is Brandt’s Ostpolitik (whose suc: 

cess entirely depends on the Russian ij 
Furapean 
Security Conference, the main objec 
tive is to ensure stability in Europe, 
the, 
West’s «recognition \of Russia’s ‘pre 
East 


The 


the Soyies Union has 1 


Kerala 


Food Crisis 


RAMJi 


first dlass food crisig is hotting 

up i Kerala. (Without any 
official announcement to that effect, 
the Government has allowed daily 
Tation ok vice-to be trimmed from 
six o7 10 three oz. The ration thus 
Gut is allegedly to be made up by 
the issue of wheat. But, actually, 
ar present, hardly any of the ration 
shops are able to give even this 
attenuated three oz of rice per day. 
And as for wheat, the stocks have 
not reached Kerala, It is a fact that 
the Gentre has cu; down its allot- 
ment of rice and wheat to the State 
and that the State had to delve in- 
lt Yeserve stocks to majntain the 
tisual level of rations so far, -While 
this fs so, the Aechutha Menon Gov- 
#rmment has lamentabhy failed in 
procuring indigenous stock, And 
this in spite of the fac; that produc- 
tion of rice has been steadily grow- 
ing on account of improved methods 
of cultivation adomed. The Menon 
Government has been procuring 
progressively less stocks of rice. In 
1966, rice procured indigenously was 
56.238 tons. In 1967 when the 
3EMS Minifry ‘came ‘tol ~power, it 
improved to 76,849 tonnes, to 77,965 
nnes in 1968, to 98,885 in 1969. 
Under the Achutha, Menon Govern- 
ment it started dropping dawn to 
BF28 in 1970, to 70,485 in 1971 and 
to 67,200 tonnes in 1972. And this 
in spite of all the talk about the 
ereen revolution, land to the tiller and 
land to the landlese etc: etc. In. 1967 
When there was a food crisis, the 
present Tuling parties demanded 
resignation of the EMS Ministry. 
Buy now the Achutha Menon Govy- 
émiment while admitting “slicht 
Starcity”. is dead set agains, all agi- 
tations against the State Govern- 
meény and much more 50 against the 
Central Government. Deputations 


of Ministers and United Front party 
bosses are flying constantly to Delhi 
wih the hegging bowl. And the 
people are expected to be satisfied 
with hopeful utterances of Ministers 
about the possibility of the Centre 
beine kind to Kerala on account of 
its alleged ‘sympathy’ for the people 
of the State, 

Whether the Centre has sympathy 
for the people or not, the Achutha 
Menon Government has scan; sym- 
pathy for the common man. For, in 
the teeth of acute food scarcity, the 
palice dorcve is now engaged in a sys- 
tematic campaign of destruction of 
standing food crops in the hilly 
ChuriliKeerathotle ardas in Tdikki 
jDiswict yc cenkral Kerala. The 
Government announces from the 
housetops thay it is settling the land- 
lese in hilly, forest covered areas, fit 
for cultivation. At the same time 
the Government is now engaged in 
evicting hundreds ‘o€ peasant fami- 
lies who have been cultivating such 
areas in Idikki district. For example, 
more than 700 families were driven 
out of their holdings, totalling 714 
acres, on May 16 in the  [licheri, 
Nellapara areas. Their huts were 
burnt down and ‘standing crops 
which would have yielded tonnes of 
precious paddy in another 
months, were completely 
by the police. The families are now 
living in refugee camps in the 


two 
destrayed 


neighbourhood under subhuman con- 


ditions. The lands from which they 
and people like them in neighbour- 
ing areas of Churili-Keerathode have 
been evicted were lands which were 
promised to them in 1967. They 
waited patiently €or a Jong time and 
in the absence of any Official move 
to ‘that cffeot, they occupied plots 
which had been demarcated in 1967 
itself for formal distr¥bution ‘to 
them. Fhe’ Government waited 
several years and has now waded 
into action when the peasants are 
well settled and have made the land 
productive. tAt Tilirheli, more 
than 260 families who had been 
cultivating land in the locality have 
been evicted mercilessly and the 


crops destroyed and they i 
become refugees sheltering 
rocks and waiting perrorsiim 
the next wave of poliaed 
Phe Government has. tuth 
lutely callous ahout the fate 
and other peasaght familias @ 
several housand, who F 
patch of land to their cmd 
no shelter and no prospects; 
ting food. The Governmmg 
not hus de 
after allowing the peasants 16) 
the land for the past so manm 
to evict them all of a suddeq 
with monsoon in the offing 
out providing them any qlta 


ing 


made clear why it 


site Oy source of livelihood 


Typical of the administratiy 
of the Governmen, is the colli 
farm at Tlithode. in Ernakulam 
trict. claimed to he the firy 
kind amd a pathfinder to thew 
the country. Blueprinted hy 
active ISCUS worker of the ti 
who based his pltns on fi 
study of Soviet collective fart 
Government started the farm 
was formally inaugurated in 
last. Two Inindred and fifty 
less peasant couples and thei gl 
ren were ‘Selected and settlel 
this collective farm which hm 
area Of over 1700 acres o& forgt 
hilly, feria 


given ten cam 


scrub covered, 

Each family was 
land for private 
huts were provided for ecadi @ 
For the rest their work wail 
managed by the staff of the 
cultural Department. The 

never took off. Lr is now thoi 
benighted. ‘The settlers hajey 
the slightest amenities hy Wig 
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tee, schooFing} facilities 

un reads for nRecessibility 
iain and fair price shops 
ine thelr necessities. Nobody 

Me be worriedd about them. 
ian antl woman gets Rs. 25 


Week alt! sinee ‘there is no 


Raton they shirk collective work. 


paversters lave no plan or 
i work so that every day 
mimery ad hoc style of work- 
Sram! on, which is not go- 
» he Productive aq, ai. The 
me wouk! be tha; this farm 
Wisrners would be a perpetual 
iepiant. Already several 
ii eipees have beer spen: on 
m and the Roce will 
ie he continued, since dhe. farm 
Mikey to be productive if it 
rn. If i. aulleriuiesy 
Bo discredi§ thie collective 
Hould nor have gone about 
Dinore effective manner, 
Smee, ‘at Aralam, in north 
wihere it an extensive farm 
ine With consideralfle help 
ii Soviet Union. Expensive 
ie like coubined harvesters 
i been siipplied to this farm 
Mi gome attentlon would 
men y record breaking pro- 
mefood crops. The farm is 
Maciek The highly 


it machines 


éxpen- 
are rotting. 
' Hulk in charge Of the farm 
ip quite a sinccure time of 
feuey pet their pay ard no 
Bao bother abou, the farm 


Wat this, under 
OPI, 


a Govern 


thy the which has 
duty of 


Mite fatherland untarnished. 


keeping ~ the 


bitier contact 
§ Book House 
Patel Strect, 


J ODS . 


Planning For The Poor? 


PRADHAN H. PRASAD 


UBLIC expenditure remains the 
kingpin of findian planning. 
It is the operational counterpart of 
the models of investment planning 
which form the basis of our planning 
process. These models have been 
derived from the long-term theories 
of growth which are based on ana 
lysis of facts related to the economic 
dynamics of the post-cighteenth cen- 
tury England and post-nineteenth 
century Eurepe. Even the Pel’dman 
model which formed the basis of Our 
Second Five Year Plan, was formu- 
lated for the development of post- 
reyoluuon Russia. Thus, there is 
hardly any empirical basis to support 
that these models would be yalid) for 
areas and sectors that find themselves 
in a historical stage of “production 
relations” which is pre-capitalist or 
semi-feudal, It jg now a well-known 
fact that vast areas in this country 
happen to be in such a stage of 
production relations and, therefore, 
the type of planning that we prac- 
tised did not succeed at all in these 
areas. The result has been itcreas- 
ing poverty and regional imbalance. 
Rural Bihar is One such area. 

In spite of the fact that expendi- 
lure schemes are unlikely to lead to 
any development in these areas, they 
are favoured and applauded by the 
political executive and the burcau- 
cracy which remain oriented to the 
rural rich of the semi-feudal system, 
Even when it is known that no deve- 
lopment is possible unless the existing 
semiteudal institutional set-up is re- 
placed by a higher stage of produc 
tion relations, the elass th pulitical 
power working hand-in-glove with 
the bureaucracy attempts to sidetrack 
the institutional aspect of develop- 
ment and highlights the virtue of ex- 
penditure planning. In their anxiety 
to highlight this virtue and play down 
the complexity of the problem, they 
act im a manoecr that daes 
harm than good. The 
for increasing wheat 


more 
recent drive 
cultivation in 


Bihar ig one such illustration, 

The past two decades of expen- 
diture planning . have |hardly been 
able to solve any of the major pro- 
blems relating to the agricultural sec 
tor of the economy. The mounting 
economic orisis in the wake of ths 
failure brought about a pressure for 
Chis spurred the polis 
tical executive and the bureaucracy 
into action. They hit upon another 
expenditure plan for productivity in- 
crease in terms of increase in area 
under wheat cultivation. A lot of 
drum beating was done, fantastic 
claims wer Phey dlaime- 
ed that the area under wheat 
cultivation in Bihar in 1972-73 had 
increased to about 62 lakh acres and 
the output estimate was ‘thought (6 
be of the order of about 44 lakh 
tonnes. Then came the’ nationalise 
tion of wholesale trade jn wheat and 
pressure on fhe public distribution 
system, Actual procurement of wheat 
till the end of April 1973 did not 
exceed 800 tonnes. This made 
them a little sober. They have now 
come out with a revised estimate, The 
area under wheat cultivation is being 
quoted at about 50 lakh acres and 
the output near 30 Jakh tonnes. Even 
this estimate is quite out of the mark 
if one reflecls on some earlier facts 
about wheat cultivation in Bihar. 


land reforms. 


mace, 


Year lakh 
acres 
26.09 
27.20 
24.57 


$2.52 


Area in Output in 

lakb tonnes 
9.135 
12.49 
12.00 
12.59 


1967-68 
1968-69 
1969-70 
1970-71 


Even the claim of 24.94 lakh 
tonnes of wheat output in 1971-72 
seems to be quite on the high side. 
A reasonable estimate would be of 
the order of about 16 lakh tonnes 
in 1971-72 and about 20 lakh tonnes 
in 1972-73. But in their anxiety to 
put forth a bright picture, they, and 
Others like them in othér States, 
hardly realise that such wrong infor 
mation ig likely to land the country 
in great trouble. 

This is what is going to happen in 
Bihar today. Bihar is deficit in 


5 





foodgrain production If we take an 
Average of 1968-69 to 1970-71, the 
annual deficit would be around 8 
Elakh tonnes. This year the kharif 
f crop suffered on account ‘of low 
rainfall The estimated kharif defi- 
eit (which thas even been accepted 
by the Government of India) is of 
the order of about 18 lakh tonnes. 
Even if we make realistic allowances 
ebout the jncreased) wheat |produc+ 
tion and a Jower kharif deficit than 
estimated this year’s deficit for the 
State would be somewhere between 
15 jand) 18 lath tonnes. But the 
rosy picture painted by the political 
executive ‘and the ‘bureaucracy, in 
their anxiety to claim credit for their 
Special drive to expend wheat culti- 
Vation by expenditure planning, un- 
dérmines the interests lof the State 
in general and the poorer section in 
particular. This claim has jresulted 
m the Centre supplying foodgrains 
1@ the State which would hardly ex- 
ceed 6 lakh Does ip not 
mi¢in grim days ahead of the peo- 
ple in the single-cropped areas of 
Bihar? 

Almost the entire tribal belt hap- 
pens to be a single-cropped area. 
Yhe Maha flowers, the jackfruit and 
some other gatherings from the 
forest will hardly carry them for a 
month and a half more. There- 
‘alter, they would be facing death 
from starvation. But in the single 
cropped area in the non-tribal belt, 
the poorer section will nog take it 
Tying down, ‘I'hey already appear 
restive, Violence and looting of 
toodgrains will become more  fre- 
quent, and the law and order ma- 
thinery will come down upon them 
with a heavy hand. What a plan- 
hing for che poorer section of the 
society | 
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Industrial Pollution In The US$§ 


GaAurRr PRASAD GHOsH 


For quite some’ time the idea has 
heen steadily gaining ground 

thar what remains of socialism 
in Soviet Russia is no more than 
a facade, and tha; the substance 
behind it is something entirely dif- 
ferent; that capitalism has been 
restored in that once-great socialist 
country in a singularly novel form 
and manner through the agency of 
Khrushchevite revisionism, Since, 
they argue, the only possible alterna. 
tive to sociallism is capitalism, a re- 
vision of Marxian socialism could 
résult only in restoration of capi- 
talism. ‘They argue further that the 
laws of Leninist , dialectics: make it 
inescapable that in this cra of the 
final expansion and collapse of mo- 
nopoly capital, Le., imperialism, this 
restored capitalism should burst its 
national bounds and spill over in 
the international field; that it 
should turn mto social-imperialism 
(also mentioned by Lenin) whose 
intrinsic nature, notwithstandjiny its 
illusory difference of form, is | akin 
to that of conventional imperialism. 
There is, of course, ample scope 
for debate on the qualitative 
quantitative validity of this idea, and 
the field for investigation is doubt- 
less wide, The yery limited aim of 
the present essay is 10 start an en 
quiry on this big question on the 
basis of certain 
to a particular field of experience. 
A few months avo the Central Com- 
mittee of the Russian Communist 
Party was reported to have issued a 
decree calling for special measures to 
stem the widespread pollution of 
living environment in Russia by the 
action of industrial waste. Well, the 
point is, we all know that this prob- 
lem of the massive poisoning of the 
human environmen, by industrial 
waste is characteristic of the develop- 
ment of capitalist economy and that 
it has assumed the mosp menacing 
proportions in yltimately developed 
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uicker production for inci 
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to relative unimportance. 
in short, capitalism is a ph 
sed, monomaniacal system 
aboufttte-mithtie “of The tie 
century people lave been se 
of the ‘perpetually smogey 
phere of the London and Com 
Birmingham industrial] 
The picture that Felix Gren 
painted in his well-known wo 
Enemy, of the dreadfully pal 
state of no; only the ating 
but of the extensive networks 
lakes and rivers and of all 
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dustrial centres o€ the USA 4am 
ling, In ‘the case of Japan tim 
the surrounding marine ‘hell 
been so extensively poisoned in 
dumping of industrial wasted 
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gerous but rendered the sea 
for hundreds of miles around 
immense harm to public healt 
el by the dirtsoaked 
cé the Barrackpore-Calcuieg 
Budge industrial belt is fom 
daily experience. 
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tion of industry in urban areas—an 
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decentraliza 


incviteble capitalist phenomenon, 


natural remedy Ties in 
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mon of living capi 


talist. society the problem: as- 
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China’s Steps 


All the principles and methods 


involved in the prevention of indus- 


trial .pollution of environment— 


which canno, in the scheme of things 


be effectively adopted in capitalist 


societies—are being 
and on aq 


in China 


practised, con- 


malion-wide scale 


And 
increasingly 


cretely 


toilay. they are be- 
effective every 


successive year through fresh experi- 


coming 
application. The ne; result 
steadily 
not 


and 
is that China, on he) 
cloes 


ment 


dustrial march, have £0 
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doubt, In other 
ing conclusions 

able: 
el in Russia ; 


“process ol 


the follow: 
would be: inéscap- 


words, 


on the contrary, a 
overcentralization “tmust 
Rave been going there over the 
years to have produced ill-effects of 
such magnitude, The speed of pro- 
duction is being related to the 
task of preventing neutralizing 
the pollution process, While hydro- 
gen bombs and earth-spanning miss}- 
les are being piled up, jdue atten- 
tion is not being paid and due funds 
nor sMlotted to the vital task 
Gf preserving environmental purity. 
While spaceships, competing with 
| their Yankee counterparts, are being 
Sent to the moon and into f€urther 
| depths of space ay fantastic costs, 
nevessary steps are obviously not be- 
ing taken even to enforce the crude 
and ultimately tmelfectual remedy c¥ 
Carrying: the industrial 
from inhabited regions 
ed over wide 
desert tracts 0; 


on 


NOY 


or 


being 


waste away 
be dump- 
unpeopled hilly 
barren sea-belts. 

Like causes on the whole produce 
like effects and like results generally 
indicate the presence of like causes. 
The results in this case appear in 
the context of the given be 
very similar in the big imperialist 
eunirics and in ‘the USSR. The 
causes therefore should be generally 
similar, an intrinsi- 
eailly capitalist mode of production 
muet be in the USSR and it 
poust have been in operation long 
enough have made effect felt 
80 powerfully. When we think of 
the vast territory of Soviey Russia, 
the almost limitless space it has for 
dispersing its inditstry and the tre- 
Mendously advanced tedhnology it 
tan harness to the task of transform- 
ine waste products, the 
this dispersion and the presence of 
intense industrial pollution strikes us 
ail the more with conviction that, 
regardless of outward forms, a €ully 
deliberate capitalist mode of produc- 
tien and surplus appropriation must 
be 


or 


ae 
£acts 


Thay is tO say, 
atoot 


to ity 


absence cé 


afoot there. 


Historical Background 
In arriving at this conclusion we 


Industry (s nod being decentral- 
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are certainly noi forgetting history. 
We are fully conscious of the dilfer- 
ence between the early histories of 
Sovie; Russia and Red China. China 
did get a certain comparative :res- 
pite after her liberation in 1949 at 
the end of a long-drawn war. That 
was because after the Second World 
War all the imperialist counwies 
with the sdlitary exception of the 
USA were for the time at the end 
of their tether, and, of course, be- 
cause Stalin’s Russia wap there be- 
hind China. But ater the thunder- 
clap-of the Bolshevik Revolution the 
world’s first socialist State had to 
build up the world’s first-ever socialist 
order with fevertsh haste amidst the 


protracted hostility—in fact, the dead-. 


menace—of the 
The 


ty 
peérialists, 


chagrined 
one 


im- 
desperate 

in that ominous setting 
to build up the heavy in- 
dustries as quickly as possible, to co- 
ver in ten years, as Stalin put it, the 
yap af a hundred years for sheer sur- 
vival in the face o€ the imperialist 
threat building up in the West, No- 
thing ~o wonder then if, amidst that 
grim ordea], more time and money 
could not be these for carrying on 
the process of decentralization. of in- 
dustry, So if around 1950, that is, 
about five years after it had beaten 
down the fascists at a terrible cost 
itsel€, we had heard of a certain 
degree Of industrial pollution in 
Russia, we might well have explained 
it as an evil legacy from those days 

hectic industrialization and war 
preparation—an evil which there had 
not been time enough yet to remove. 
But two decades have since gone by 
witnessing~-as none would dispute— 
a Phenomenal increase 
wealth and power. 


anm 
was 


to 


in Russia‘s 
Certainly these 
two decades Hadi provided Rusgia 
with ample scope for correcting her 
earlier avoidable mistakes and in 
further socializme her whole socio- 
economic structure. ‘Why then do 
we find today, in 1973, mdustrial 
pollution of environment such a 
grave menace in Russia? What does 
it indicate—harmonious socialist 
erowth or an advanced stage of 
lopsided capita lisy ‘development ? 


The Inner Reality 

If the presence of this [anpe 
industrial poisoning in Soviey Rf 
55 years after the founding of 
sofahia State is indeed indi@l 
of the highest, that is, Uhe jmp 
ist, stage of capitalist organieal 
a scientific enquiry will certain 
veal many more symptoms poll 
fu the same state of tii 
Are such symptoms lacking of 
they preseny in frightening Wi 
dance} Marxist-Lenitist 
holds ‘that in the  socialisy 
{moving on towards’ commnilll 
created out of the smashing OF 
capitalist state machine the 
ence between wages for dit 
kindy and srades of labour, 3a 
mental and physical, agricilil 
and industrial, narrows dows 
exactly corresponds to the i 
presented by the compact 
structure in China with its pé@ 
ably small differences berween 
When, @ 


bk 


basi 


and lowest wages, 
lore, we find in Russia today 
wage-gaps between thigher? 
‘lower* gradeg of workers, 
intellectual and physical te 
and non-technical tabour 
encounter the strange |pheng 
of some top Russian engintay 
india drawing emoluments of 
Rs. 32,000 a month, one natij 
has profound misgivings, } 
closer look at the Russian stig 
would only, deepen. 
Sotialism means balanced J 
us development. But witht 
Russia today armamen, prod 
goes on at a breakneck page 
consumer -goods, many Of ths 
luxury standard, are produced 
abundance meet the [even 
mounting consumer raz, or 
tural developmen; i4 still so9 
cOpparatively that Russia his 
proved to buy a colossal a 
tity of wheat this year from 
United States. Serious  praiff 
city which we had never he 
before has appeared there in} 
form, showing that the contrlg 
between agriculture and j 
instead of being resolved, Was 
severely sharpened. One 


to 


+h) 
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Mh “iwsking if this iy ot 
estive em the arbitrary and 
Mi developmen, characteris 
HP wilvarycod capitalism, tpresent- 
MON siviking contrast to the 
Padiiated all-round socialist 
Mi poticcable in China? 
hen there is the Anti-drunken- 
i which had to be reviv- 
Misia a few years ago; the 
ong prominence of the sex- 
fav obviously characteristic of 

perversion of taste, im 
Pilins and magazines: the in- 
me che for luxury goods, 
falls for those produced in the 
Manone the Russian wrban po- 
fon sthe appearance ol huge 
Pei establishments in the 
Dine wide hankering afte; per- 
es and gratification indi. 
ME the supplanting of the 
Seitdlisy cO-Operative spirit by 

MM) competitive spirig of cappi- 
ie and the increasing stratifica- 
eNhe privileges.of the techno- 

nem class who, according 

Ve wieas should work in the 
Meeate “in obedience .o rhe 
ee the armed workers” (Vol. 
mere) ‘With their salaries “re 
iy ottlinary workmen's wages.” 

af 421). Doesn’, it all in- 

® process diametrically oppo- 
Baie one of “a certain ‘rever- 

Witimitive’ democracy" with- 
met Lenin thought “the tran. 

Bea fespitalten to socialfem 

He? (Vol. 25, p. 420). 


Manifestations 
onding sympioms seem to 
tin Russia’s internation. 
Mrs Russia has since Khrush- 
Mis abandoned the revellu- 
iiciple, the soul cf Marx- 
“ im. and Grofesed faith 
fil. transition cf capital 
Memwiiaisn. She has been 
Prneled on «a colossal scale 
IE felaciony wilh the biggest 
ie Guinivies—of which the 
Mininstion ig her negorias 
A jajan for large-scale Japa- 
amen) fOr the  cdevelop- 
itera, She is the USA‘s 
Pit exploiting the oil re- 
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sources of the Middle East and in clean dawlipht 

controlling the Indian economy and journal like the Peking Review, 
politics. On the other thand ; she is a sitange hybrid, something Like 
has been growing so deeply hostile an image of Homo Sapiens reverted 
to socialist China thay she keeps (o Neanderthal Man. The ugly print 
over a million troops equipped ing“and layout bear -unmistakble 
with the most formidable modern *€vyidence of a most unsocialist eae 
weapons and hundreds of ballistic lessness. The articles are invariably 
missiles fitted with nuclear warheads twisted and tortuous; they wriggle 
permanently on the long Chinese their way on to preposterous make 
border. Then her interference in ‘believes. Eclucagionfal aind cultiral 
the internal affairs of other countries, |processes in the Western countries 


—a vross violation of the ‘socialist and in the Soviet Union are cagsttally 


principle-——has become quite a fami- compared as though they were no 
liar phenomenon. As early as 1956, more than variations of the same 
in the first flush of her revisionist system. The casual ‘anti-imperialist’ 
ardour she had militarly interfered propaganda is no more than a for 
in the internal affairs of Hungary. mal feature; its hypocrisy is patent 
She next sen; her troops and tanks at the first glance. And whenever 
into Poland. Then, again in 1968 there is punch behind such propa 


\ sh€ wantonly invaded Czechosloyakia ganda the inspiration behind it 1 
“setting up a regime bf her liking envy and jealousy. The most a 


there, Her indirect aggressions are tonishing feature of the weekly dint 
no less marked. For quite some dished ouy by the journal, however, 
time Russia has been closely follow- is its quite rabid anti-Ching propa- 
ing the neo-colonial methods of the ganda. Even the big open-taced 
USA in exploiting and establishing imperialis, powers have largely 
political and military dominance realized the futility of the ab 
over so many underdeveloped coun- surd, propaganda they had {fet 
tries on the jpretex, of “aiding” logse abou, China for two 
them, | Her“international spy ora- Kecades ‘and have éwitched on to 
nizatiohethe KGB, is nearly as fe okie methods. But Soviet Russia 
mous now as the ‘American CLA. has taken over where the open Im- 
Just like the imperialists countries perialists have left off, Vhe tone 
she is selling arms. to the puppet of Sovier anti-China propaganda Ling 
regimes Of the Third World, (China, the exacy grade of filthiness possess 
by contrast, has been giving arms ed by the stuff once served out 0 
free to weak friendly States.) The the great imperialist papers by the 
(two most staggering fndtancey of Joseph Alsop fraternity. A few ins 
Russian indirect aggression in recent stances may help to fill in the one 
years has been the Bangladesh affair line, In several of its issues last year 
and the effort to smuggle arms to dhe New Times hinted thar China 
pro-Russian Pakistani groups through was smuggling millions cf dollars 
the Jaqi Embassy. The expufsion of worth of opium into the USA, I bas 
sian military engineers from alleged that Chinn is secretly carry- 
Eeype points to yet another instance ing on trade with the racist regime 
of Soviet international foul play. in South Africa (No. 15, 1973) % 
Let us briefly glance at one more that the Peking leaders. have 
field: current Soviet political jour- for «a number of years been 
nalism. What kind of paper. for sponsoring subversive activities 
example, is New Times these days? against. the communist and national 
Well, to anymne provided with nor. liberation movements in the Leba- 
mal olfactory organs it just stinks, non, adding that phe “open secret” 
and it stinks from the first to the of Maoism was “hostility tow: rds all 
ns page. It_has neither the rich anti-imperialis; forces..." and “prac 


brilliance of a capitalist tical co-operation with imperialism 
puper nor the noble simplicity, the and Jocal reactionaries agains; all 
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pwho stand for peace and socialism’. 
(No, 114, 


(No. 16, 1973). Earlier, 
73), it ridiculed the Peking lead- 
ership for “fiercely denouncing ma- 
trial incentive’ and the “natural 
Ddesire wo eat and dress well” and 
for absurdly “relying on the enthu- 
eiam of the which 
would appear most revealing if we 
Brecall the “Subboinik Spirit", the 
Sspirit of voluntary and selfless labour 
80 passionately extolled by Lenin 
(See Vol. 31, p. 124) and if we re 
meéimber “his formulation that 
the ultimate goal of socialist socialist 
Society is « state in which ‘the nar- 
fow ¢hSrizon of bourgedis right’ 
[Marx], which compels one to cal- 
Oulate with the  heartlessness of a 
Shiock..whether one is getting 
js pay than somebody else.. 
will then be’ crogsed.” Vol. 
25, p. 469). Tt alleged what 
Felix Greene, Edgar Snow, Stuart 
Gelder and so many other travellers 
@ China had declared ludicrously 
untrue ‘more than a decade heo— 
that “famine and epidemic carried 


peasant masses” 


clear 


say 


any faeiraa sbefarats 
ay yhie aoa 


Bios quiet ets 


off hundreds of thousands of lives” 
in China in the 1959-61 period. While 
every recent traveller to China testi- 
fies to the absolute dominance “for 
good or evil’ of Mao ‘Tse-tung 
Thought on the enthusiastic Chin- 
ese masses, the Sovier paper alleges 
that the Chinese have been compel- 
led to retum to “more _ rational 
forms of management, even though 
these are contrary to “Mao's ideas’”, 
showing that “Mao Tse-tung’s tenets 
run counter to the vital interests of 
the country”. J; looks as though 
no government in the world resents 
the deepening of the socialist _ pro- 
China and its determined 
march towards the ultimate goal ¢¢ 
communisin as fiercely as the pre- 
sent government of the Sdwet 


cess in 


Union, 

Perhaps, if we puy all these symp- 
toms together, the widespread in- 
dustrial pollution of the human eén- 
vironment in Russia would no long- 
er appear as an odd isolated pheno 


ménon. Maybe it will fit perfectly 


into the picture as one of the natu- 


ral symptoms of the unprecedented 


reversion of a socialiyt ordéy to a 
socio-capitalist and, ultimately, a 


social-imperialist one. It may even 


sugges: something more; that all the 


The Press 


Newsmen Arent 


Policemen 


ee PFRAKAR 


TH arrest of Columbia Brovig 

ing Company's. New @ 
crew, cameraman S, M. Lal ands 
recordist Patricia Monque ( inca 
tion with the self-immolalion 
Anand Margi in April, i 
judice and comments will hit 
wait for years now, But a few 
are obvious. Lal was not jn thee 
books of New Delhi on accoum 
his “going out of the way” curing) 
coverage of the last IndoP 
war. He was denied permissiitl 
visit Sikkim. Not only tis 
after years of expericnce he Waey 
given accreditation by the GOL 
certainly such a maligned maiy 
alleged CTA agent, wis not enti 
get the membership of the 
men’s association. 

Whatever be the merits of aie 
Lal beat not only his civals: bub 
the police and the CID. It igm 
that in the wake of the selGiim 
tion plan by the  Margis—Ag 
Mare had given public notia 
the same—four CID personnel 
deputed ‘behind fevery acti 


Syinptoms indicate that the  social- 


the capital, So, there should 
been at least 16 intelligence 
when the four Anand Margi 
“conspiring to burn alive’ thei 
league inside the Purana @ 
But apparently there was 10mm 
And this then 
wrote the Hindustan Times, { 
editorial piece, ‘Newsmen 
Policemen’, it said that their 
Was an attack on the freedoama 
Press, “It is not the duty of i 
men to act as law enforces 
fight political movements, ‘Thur 
the world ag 
Photo Journalist 
condemned (hig 
blow to (ig 
It uteed 


fo “recognise tht 


AFI AAC 'so 


imperialist order, bearing in its 
| 


vitals the mortal contradiction be. 


tween its “socialist' 


; Cat cat eaacta yfeycs caaz xifues 
Bore © xafes fied sate sacs. 
D Picva facwtd acatcaa ae amy warts | 


. 
Fr 
/ 
al | wearing the cunning mask of bour- 
- 
} 
at 
- 


and “imperial 


ist” aspects, is decadent from 


its very birth; that ig is incapable of seems lo he 


( fern ga acefy afi cafes ) 


geodis secuction; that ip has been 
exposing itself with surprising rapi- 


aes i 
afew are dity over the last few years and thal 


WPA Salty WTA yee . 


vulnerable im 


must, therefore, be remarkably 


its constitution, It 


is to record 
The Delhi 

ciation also 
action 
dom ct 


migh; strengthen the somewhat old 
flauay ) FAS sae caste OOS 5 
= Z Sc idea tha, nature does not allow the 
38 anteate aeaqats aH: as a sormous 


the 
Goveroment 


unnatural to thrive for more than a Press 
SASTSI-D lew hectic moments, 
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. 


Horamen and = peporters be 
mt the sceno, witness u hap- 
Wi order to § perform i 
imtesijonal dutics” 
Mine sanic time the episode has 
Med, it the words of the Hindus- 
Manes, “’ very delicate issue” of 
Mets Civic §=respanshility.. The 
Penwpes Contendion thay newsmen 
A policemen evoked wide reac 
letlers 
Was urgsd that journa- 
tease be normal cit- 
Ang individuals just 
By We professionals 
Pe ( suecest that il a 
mp only witness to a bralfic acci- 
te should be concerned only 
i) Photogruphing it foy news-value 
poses ond then the 
-Pakiieeemered catt wair rill a policeman 
issih em vier non-professional — pas- 
a Premines along to call a cab or 
Brraaiitlanice’' ? 
Meppec! §=correspondent 


Mm Express described 


1 


i thei 


n't 


eolumn of ine 
to 
because 


‘Do 


newsinan 


you 


1 the gee 
.ccount a 
during 


Puscs leave scene? 


of the 
if 


the wa 8} 


mat, af 
entithed Wi t ae i elassic example al free- 
canittiemepeibe Confused with irresponsi- 


My, Bul, as someone put it, per- 
Be was “professional 
- hit t the newsmen. 
t is SHMMMEMeeepIOde js but an example of 
if-imongne I Ovtrsensilivencss of 
ris—AtM m country for which 
tice a TS but also 
% Ate responsible 
the case of foreign 
mor s0the ‘left’ papors it js 
efit there is abroad 
MAterms more than 
ma oot the Press to report ob- 
ey, One has no, forvotten the 
meer Lois Malle and the BBC. 
“ease of the CBS crew also it 
Bieeed that they wanted to lower 
premige Of India in the eyes 
Bod by showing the immola- 
menuence, On this subject it 


& ohe COUTTESY 


( AN 
: 7 : 


censors in 
not only 
politicians of 
The more 


newsmen, 


nnd we 
VAT . 
ioukk Te 


rene 


our 
amy) 
args the 
their ies 
na Qualia 
OMe, | 
Hu orl 
°%, in 
of 


a lier contac, 
ND PRAKASH, 


Abas it, 


hati-), 


Paps 


faa than those 
the ‘other side of tthe curtain’, 
The Jatest in the serics of keeping 
our image intact 
blanket ban on by foreign 
newsmen and cameéremen to drought- 
affected areas in Maharashtra, Guj- 
Rajasthan, Misdhya Pradesh, 
Pradesh und Bihar. The 
Government is sal, is a 
an. advertisement 


newspapers 


Secs, 
on 


We are worse 


he 
abroad is the 


visits 


action, it is 
sequel to 
London 
funds 
alfectecl people, 

But, as the Hindustan Times sug- 
gested, the curb will more to 
damage India’s image abroad than a 
portrayal of the the 
ground. “The impression will get 
around phat something terrible must 


in some 
for 


the 


appealing 


for relief work among 


do 


siuation on 


affected 
is bent 
the 


atcas 
upon 
world 


be happening in the 
and the Government 
concealing jt 
Rumour and exaggeration will get 
full play and no one will be morally 
accountable for these dispatches”. 


from 


Tailpiece 

A letter published in a navicnal 
es; If taps go dry in Delhi 
news bul if water is sold at 
a bucket in Warangal it is 
on page 4 to be forgotten 
next day. 


12 lines 
the very Tihtere is an 
acute shortage of power everywhere. 
It has been accepted as a facy cf life. 
But when there was powei failure fot 
a day in Delhi the newspapers came 
out with banner headlines. If there 
is a scuffle between the police and 
the citizens of Delhi the Press makes 
a lot of 


lays. together: a 
version on the front page, with ano 
ther half page with photographs and 
all that. ‘The pelice may shoot down 
20 people, law and order may break 
down, epidemics may break out, 
people may die of hunger, there are 


davireht other cities and 
villages 


noise. for 


robberies i 
all 
the 
thre con- 
& country would appear to 
only in, the four cpsmopolitan 
No news ‘seems important 
unless it is linked with an important 
city or an. important personality. 


iitt thesé ure mostly 


iwnered by Press. 


as Indiin Press js 
cemed 
exist 


e1lies, 


““Tndian Cultural 


b 


Mainstream’ 


AF LAB 


Kune Chat 


fathered a 


Suniti 


Pp ROFESSOR 
, : ’ 


erp has theary ¢ 

wihicht 
INCOPPOPAles the 
the “Aryan; tHe 
and th 
strains. Tt tt 
siiteble to yale 
presen, dominant posion 
ccupied by a elite A 
soplusticated version al 
im thts 
version more po- 


‘Composite bidian 


according tO fivn, 


best els 


ments 
‘Dravidian’, the 


‘Indo \ loneulord 


\usinn 


theor, pes tilrarls 


alize tly 


pan-Indjan 


lar more 


Indian history ‘ts 


in the 


implicit 


theory, than 


pidarly accepted earlier, 


according 


to which, the ‘Aryans’ invaded 


' nA t 

MVuUnIry and 1€55 
cis 
hal 


ere Vi 


totally 
inhabitants 
Che ‘Com- 
theory fils 
the ring 
thay have existed between 
of the Aryan hearthiad 
on ifs , for 
the ‘Composite Indian Culture’, ae 
coredine Prot Chatteryi, ba “ree 
much as it piven’ 
Che various non-Aryan people 1g 
have Lo 
Prol 
on 
and 
Mamipur 


Naced the or iginal 


| 
in large purts of LIncli, 
poste Indian 
tries smoot 


tensions 


Culture 
to OvVvel 
thre ~Y 
ihe peo 


ple 
and those peripheries 
1O 
ceived’ as has 
contributed substantially 
cullure, and 
monographs 
(1951), 
Of 
present a most sophisticated 
of 
in these 
is having 
recetved enricimen; from the Kida 
(Indo-Mongoloid) 
Prof Chatterji's theory of fnean 
Culture is and 
‘Culture’ here is. essentials 
ly something imposed 


this composite 
Chatterji's two 
‘Kirita-Jana-Kriti 
‘Atompapu 


(1967) 


ontimia 


{0 this theory 


omposite Indian Culture’ 


at Lerrpat formalise 


{ 


instances being presented 


Sirany, 
very comlortable 
pleasing, 
from above, 
not something thay evolyes from be. 
low osia result of continuous coniitet 
and change, as a resuly of chanwes 

ot production and he 
relationships The theory 
is also peculiarly attractive to the 
presen, Indian elite, for ir provides 


TLews 


thereat 


an academic and scholarly rationali- 


It 


this 





















Wation for the paternalism (which 
arcely veils contempt anc positive 
p Dhorrence) with which the pseudo- 
wemigticised, upper-caste Hindus view 
c he people on the 
7 indian Culture’. In the words of 
Bewr Chatrerji, (‘Indian Culture ‘tis, 
H tnet, Sanskrit Cultiire, or Sanskri- 
ie Culture.... Lhe subsequent his- 
of civilisation in the 
epapsion and elaboration cf this 
sliskrit culture and its slow but in- 
itible acceptance by all the vari- 
Mie people of India.... The pro- 
essive Sanskritivation of the various 
-Aryatt or non-Aryan peoples in 
as culture, their outlook and their 
Dyys ce life, form the keynote ol 
Bendis “through the ages, And in 
The course of ‘Sanskritisation 
Hie alfected peoples brought 
Heir Own spiritual and = material 
ilieus to bear upon ‘the Sanskrit 
Band Garskritic (uliure’ whith they 
fe adopting, and thus helped to 
Samdify anc to enrich it in their 
mw circles. Thi 'Sanskritisation’ 

Ould appear to have been opposed 
my the advent of a militant Islam 
mint an aggressive ‘Christianity in 
Boie parts of India. But in spite 
bi ati Occasional set-back, the leayen 
Nas never been inactive.’ (Kirata- 

ana-Kritj, $4, 5) Phe part about 
Whe “affected people’ enriching the 
PSanskritic culture they were adopt- 
eane...(by) their pwn spiritual and 
pouterial ein 
Hended us a sop to those elements 
mong the peripheral people 
ave travelled enongh on the road 
G “atyanization’ to feel the need 
© be provided with an honourable 
mew iclentity (or at leasy a face-sav- 
ne device) . 

Perhaps, there always has been this 
Dirge towards Sanskritisation. Out 
minore articulate sociologists and po 
titted! thinkers have always taken 
Ssuch a process for granted, and the 
Political strategisis of the 

Tasses and most political 
fincludine the parliamentary 
sts) 
Passimption, 


peripheries of 


India is 


this 
also 


t 


nilicus is of course in- 


who 


ruling 
parties 
com- 
seem to work on such an 
The the 
rerious forces agamsy trend in 
pecent times was attributed to the 


first of really 


this 
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British, who 
atiempting to 
‘divide and rule’ the Indian people; 


machinations of the 
were aceused of 
the culmination of those forces was 
Pakistan. Bur even in Pakistan, the 
strands co Sanskritisation were far 
more strong phan those of Islam, so 
that a quarter of a century later, 
we hdve Banyviladesh, which deve. 
lopment, if if Tas any meaning al 
all in a broad historical sense (as 
formulated by Prof Chatterji), has 
the 
The ‘other, 
far weaker attempts to affirm a dis- 
tincy non-Sanskritk identity on the 
part of small groups of people on 
the peripheries of Indian culture 
have met with differene kinds of res- 
ponses at different moments from 
the Indian ruling classes, Initially, 
the broad British policy of “leaving 
them alone” was followed, as also 
the Indian stitish pater- 


to be seen as an affirmation of 


Sanskritisation {process, 


version of 


nalism, notably represented by Jawa 


harlal Nehru’s 
‘colourful 
people’ : the 


approach to our 
picturesque tribal 
most notable executor 
of this policy was. of course, Elwin. 
But in the past twenty-five 
even the most ‘remote’ and ‘protect- 
et tribal have been 
compelled to come in contact with 
the ‘Indian mainstream’, with the 
comparatively progressive sections of 
it as well as the most) grasping and 
reaclionary seclions of jt, O€ the 
latter, the mos; ruthless of course is 
the Indian Government itself; In- 
state pOwer is massively pre- 
cur- 


and 


years, 


groups 


dian 
the most ‘remote’ 
ners o€ the country now: Thus, while 
these small and weak groups outside 
the ‘Mainstream of Indian Culture’ 
are improvising puny and insignifi- 
cant preserye (enrich- 
a long ‘way Off) Itheiy 


sent even in 


devices to 


meny seems 


individual identities, the massive pre- 
sence Of the Indian mainsiream in 
their midst, both direciily in the form 


vl state power, and indirectly in 
the form of private Indian capital, 
seems Lo be winning all the 
The Government of India 
lionalizes, taking ils cue from ideo- 
We are 
We are 


way. 


LOO Vo- 


logués like Prof Chatterji 
here only to ‘protect’ you, 


here only to help you to ‘mo 

fo bring you closer to the “Ti 
And if some pei 
do not wan, to. be ‘protected) 
‘brought | inte 
Indian miainsiveam’ in the way, 
Governmen;, of India thinks ff 
per, then they are of course iff 
diately branded as agents ol theg 
(which, the Governmen: @ Ti 
tenderly suggests, jy quite die 
ronP nad independent ol the Al 
rican Government and the Am 
people), China and Pakistan 
qualifications mecessary when 
GOI dilates on the perfidy of 1 
twa powers). 

Perhaps in the long run, Mom 
does know The Governg 
of India is only exercising pO 
benevolently, for the largey gom 
the people. The dusk-to-dawn@ 
few that has been a dact of life 
years in ‘remote’ areas, the reg 
ings and the strategic hamlete 
these are merely “protective” 
\fter all, numerous American 
rals have been repeatedly on Tem 
as saying thar they had 1 det 
this or that village in Vietnam @ 
finally, the whole country) in 0M 
to save Lt 


mainsiréam’. 


‘modeérnised™ 0; 


be St. 


Hindus and Tribals 

The history of che 
that 
clus 


relalionall 
the fi 
the 

ouries is too large a subject 10) 
into qa brieé article. ‘There haga 
varlably been deep and proto 
revulsion in the Hindu mind agai 
tribal’; and evidence of 

be found in iL 


has existed between 


md the ‘tribals’ over 


the 
innumerable examp 
literature, folky 
Assam presents a microcosm 68 
broad Hindu-Tribal relation 
that have existed in other parti 
India, Even though the kind a 
plottation and total dispossessiil 
his lands which the ‘tribal’ I 
perienced in other parts of 
country is nop to be found in AM 
—the very fact that a section 
‘tribals’ have been able to 

is ae 
mony ito thei comphrively dy 
py position in North«Eal 


trom the epics, 


political power of sorts 


the 
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of 
ernisen 


{ 
t 


{ 



























Mee abhorrence and fear in 
r my mind when faced with 


cla patently different social oreani- 
eople mom OF his ‘iwibal’ neighbous is 
' Of anil déep here as Ur is in 
> he ne imhey part of Indip The situa- 
vy Ue Mme OF Course seen = oin a rather 
pres ame totm in Assam, due the 

I TLLTAe Mimtien! peculiarities of this region. 
ef 1A Mi in is very ‘extrémenéss, one 
hic Repdicern pe pattern more clear. 
fereaty han one cin in the relationships 
ates iin éyikt in other areas The ‘Sans 
ver ical Uy fon’ ol Ateoin took plac rit 
(n@ m find in some instances, if onc 
the fe Helieve fairly authentic histori 
chee i) Boouns, Nimes; instantancously) 

i despive \sams comparatively 

Lothar Beeniry into the Mndian political 
ire Mimirean), it bas always considered 
powsr Hewhateyer the people of the 
od Of Maitland jel thoughts ‘of the peo- 
mt CUES Mathis revion—to be » part of 
ife 108 mamstream of India, 


Me vultornl 
ST OURS Tepreented by 


s, ail 


Arvavarta. ‘The 


Meconvincing proof (if there is 

ACTS. Saeed fer it) of the  identifica- 

erie fee Asari with the Indian main 
record hein be seen in the attitudes 


icstt@ 
1 (an 
ordet 


mowed «6 Assam towards = the 
ns indi people on its  periplte- 

Geheraphy, economics, history 
Pilea meh to have contribut- 
mn am composite Assamese charac- 
’ MMS Femon, incorporating the 
mshi ite Gs well as the non-Hindu 

Hithe ik mi: buy instead over the years, 
ic COhes Only sen a continuous par- 
to $8 Y from Assam of regions in- 
as Tig hited hy people who (for what 
foun : Wf teatons. sound oy wnsound) 
gai ie ited ta become part of the 
Miktic §=«mainstream that Prof 
peaks ahout. And despite 
Dice and pleasan, remarks 
mlitributions of the Indo- 
glow! stiiin. ta the Savskritic 
ie the Indoe!Mongoloids {and 
mbt, the other two non-Aryan 
a Hy «Vo Chattejee speaks 
Mi Agetric and the Dravidian) 
intteasmely mekine clear 
Meterminnlion to stay 
Hi might urave that the process 
Hira) Synthesis is necessarily a 

How one; that ong 


any Widrorical conclusions on 


PN 


ts 


of ve 


Out 


cannot 


a couple of 
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the basis of a movement or a trend 


peculin tO 2 given moment, or even 
decades Perhaps it is 


all 


contrary 


Perhaps, ‘despite the avail 


able evidence to the deep 


and undetected movemen, towards a 


r and greater identification 
Sanskritic 


ol 


dletac 


with rhe mainstveam hy 


the Aryans this région is 


on, \ 


perhaps clearly se 


voiig 


hed historian. ‘imight 


sudh a movement 


a century “hence. Bust for a con- 


temporary observer, it is che opposite 
tha? 


peak 


Lrencls 

I will 
about strikes 
lay of the 
ias towards the non-Hinduized 


ire most striking 


here briefly 
the 


finduized 


very only 


what me 


artit 


as popu- 


uces Kira 


K ira- 


tas First a very transparent genti- 


meritality that just manages to con- 


An 
that 
for 


and sharing a common ad 


ceal wariness, abhorrence. 


ast mished lo 


observer 1s note 
despite sharing the same land 
centuries 
ministration €61 


little 


betwee n 


very lone lime, 
ocial and 
the 


Indo-Moneo 


initial 


there was cultu 


St) 
ral contact 
Hindu 


loids 


Various 
non-Hindu 
and despite 
I 


that wv 
Lo the 


rel 
resis- 
Hindu 
Me eha- 
separation 
effected 
‘Good 


up 


the 


{ 


ras offered by the 
formation 


laya, 


came 


when finally the 
with 


rid- 


thé 


break was 
little 


ol 


the 
remarkably fuss, 
legs 
in the Brabmaputra 
Wha, about Arunachal Pra- 
NEFA: \ recent 


incident in a village in the Subansiri 


cance more Slims 
general attitude 
valley 
desh, formerly 
listrict o€ Arunachal, just across th 
Lakhimpur 


\ssam, mn which, tragically, a 


border from district in 
party 
from Assam Out 
allegedly attacked 


hoys 


{ schoo! boys on a 


were by 
Datla 


-lozen deaths 


pion 
resulting in about 
fall 
illustrates th 
this 
Arunachal, even 
Union 
has long been administer 


some 
hall 


the pienicke 


trom anmione 
hiehly 


lature ol relation 


imbieuous 
hip as well thoueh 


iy became a Territory only 
recently, 
ed separately, for a long time direct- 
ly by the Ministry of External Affairs. 
New Delhi. Periodically, pleas went 
to Delhi from the 
for the integration of 


whole area Assam. The 


ot 
the 
Gov- 


Government 
Assam 
in 


ernment of endore 


] ihe 


C.overnnicnl 


India 
Line 


rigorously 
Inner and wpart troy 
he Aree 
nobacty lerr.uary 
Finally Arunachal wi: 


Assam once avain 


ofhaials and 
f ould 


when 


enter the 


is creat 
acquiesced 
at the 


it ihe expressions of sorrow 


final, official separation were as ef 
; they were whe 
thoughts were the 
Nigalase 
popular 
Kine 
news, 
read 
close 


queny, and sincers 
voiced at 
of 


the 


imilay 
me og 


ind) ~Meehalaya. 


the creation 
Butt 
reaction tha; has followed the 
reflected 


(whicl 


in 
hardly 


ragedy ag it {s 
reports 


repo ts, 


prayer 


like rather 


and 


letters 


but seem 


jidoments xpressions 
horror),  reacers in newse 


editorial comments—im shorty 

the re: 
opinion (or 
one pI 


paper 


the whole slant and tone cé€ 


and editorial 


porting 


an inciden, which, estes; 


o be 


he courts) shows how powerful the 


vet finally pronounced upon By 


stereotype. of ‘murderous and savage 
headlunters’ is in the popular mind, 


“Outrage “sruesome” 


“ohastiy’, 
“brutal”, “blood-thirsty killers’ (tigi 
last ane, from an editorial comment) 
of the eX Pressiony 
the newspaper reporting 
repory even goes on to say (GE 
of the alleged at 
tackers ‘harboured a grudge agwinsl 
(The Tribune. April 


Reading the reports, one 


are a few choice 


thay adorn 


Oni 


supgest) thay one 


Assam Assam 


feels as if 
sides 


ot 


is hemméd in on 


Assan 
by people who are barely 
whia 
one’s 
the hills and 
plunder and pillage and hunt herds 
that ‘ac 
of earlier 
practised in a OL ways 
Aryan of the Aryans as 
most of the 
all a That 


there could be worse \lijnes 


‘savage’ state, and 
if one 


to come down 


Live 


ire ever ready, lowers 


vue 
sucpested 


I} is not being 


counts headhunting i 


times variely 
ry the 
well 


S:) 


moOSt 


ws the Savage 


vages, 1s fairy story. 
certainly, 
than 


whic h Ove 


headhunting, to experience 
vo LO the near 
est police station and wilnes¢ ‘ims 


errogation’ of a political prisoner 


need only 


Ruthless Men 
What Pret 


his 


is Indian Culture? 


Chatterji seems quite clear 


13 


> faind as +O what it is, as’ lo what ifs 
mponents arc Perhaps, when le 
Synintiated his ‘thesis, in the yedirs 
Peinmediately following Se transfer 
of power by the British, things did 
Speen moving in-an ordered 
Mnanner, so heartwarming jo a tidy, 
Siberal and humane mind. But i€ 
nevents the pas, decade are any 
Wide, oné can say tha; we are fat, 
far away from achieving the neat 
and comfortable identity of ‘Indian 
Hes!’ what Prof Chatterji has formv- 
Taied. His definition postulates a 
ind of paternalism, no doubt bene- 
Yolen; when practised by humane 
said liberal people like Prof Chat 
terji. Himself, bur quickly transform 
ed into rhe classix 
Ditr phe hands of political demagogue’ 
Instinetively, the ‘tribal’ people (as 
well as other people belonging to 
other ‘miinority’ groups) seem 
have sensed 
ever choquend! \the formulations ‘cf 
am ideology mighy be, and howeye 
Wisthine and accommodating it 
Mish sound in theory, the priacti- 
toners of this ideology are bard and 
ruthless men, who are quite clear in 
their own minds about their 
interests, abou, the road they are 
taking. Ir is for this reason, I be- 
lieve, that the ‘tribal’ as wary, equal- 
ly of the meek-lookinge Hindu met- 
ria who rationalizes his grasping 
hold on the tribal economy by say- 
ing that ir is all to jhis own good, 
ms well as of the smooth operators 


tw be 


of 


dociurine of fascism 


to 
this dangey, for how, 


class 


————— 


ust Arrived 
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of the Congress party mouthing 
meaningless slogans and distributing 
largesse. ‘Both the 
cnlture of the Indian ruling classes, 
and not all the learning and 
quence of Prof Chatterji 
it seem anything else bur 


represent ersatz 
elo- 
make 
The 


can 
that, 


irue and genuine culture of a peo- 


Caleutta—The City Of 
Rengissance—VII 


BENOY 


into a 


ALCUTTA. had 
medieval town in the eighteenth 


sow 
srown 


century, from an agglomerarion ‘ol 
the task of the 
Lottery Commissioners, and Jater of 
the (LG), to 


vive iy the shape and appearance of! 


villages, and it was 


Lottery Camuypitiee 
capitalcity im the 
Wellesley 
done, by 


an imperialist 
nineteenth century, show- 


ed the way i, was to be 
building his own rotoco-style impe 


rial The LG 


took and = set 


palace in the city 


their “Cue €rom him 


abou, drawing and ‘implementing 
town-improvement schemes, by up- 
rooting the poor inhabitants and by 
stood 

The 
lion's share of the benefit of better- 
to the 
big, middle and small ‘landholders 
of Calcutta, the rest into the colle 
of the town-planners. The bulk of 
who were 


demolishing everything tha 


in the way c& their improvement, 


men; and recoupment went 


the poor inhabitants 


tlyewn out on the street, los, ther 
uncestval homes and occupations 
and made up a new sratim of ur 
ban coolics, servants, vagabonds, 
lumpens and slam dwellers in Cal- 
“Shun, 


this 


culta, semi-shum, and super 


slum-—-to has come the evolu- 


tion o€ cities”, These sarcastic words 
of Patrick Geddes apply inexorably 
created by 
Cal- 


to the new envitonmen, 
the LC and 
cutta. 

The basic functions of finance and 
are carried on in 


their suceessors im 


what 
the 


covernment 


is called the down-town area, 


7 Oin! 
0 esi 


ple evolves Krom below, the: 
of shared agonies and sharedll 
vgainst oppression, Such a tal Poy 
dian cultural identity, in whieh The © 
descriptive and valne-loaded ii p fy 
live qualifications like ‘Sani 7 
would be irrelevant, seers 

far from realization, 


GHOSE 
commercialeadministrative cin 
the city, and the urban soci 
sav that “the socio-economia® 
of citv-dwellers rises as Tesideit 
removed from che down-towd 
In the beginning of the ning 
century, when the DalhousieMl 
Row was developing into (iti 


in pro 
Byori 
the es 
i Pdtsz ls 
RNOWw: 


town area, the status-conscronil 
peans were moving Out Cb iy 
Sealdah, Entally, Alijpore aid 

One ;of the nell 
the LC was, thereto 
develop Chowringhee inte aim 


rinehee. 


tasks of 


tant zone cé the ‘white mwa 
city. How was this done? 4 
The Eastern Chowrmne)lice 

the Lottery & 
mittee’s: Proceedings (LCP) @ 
East-of the Theatre (Theat 
echeme, comprising ihe pres 


betrer known in 


Chowringhee, 
and Park Streer. ind 
Street, Hungerford ® 
Wood Street ete., was undertik 
the LC for building up hed 
town’. The major part (fie 
property of one MEG 
Street nici 
was the property of one Me v 
at Rs. 50 per cottah, and Tha 
appuinted fing 
investigal lon We 
tiation wrote to the Commit 


between 
Road 


Cumac 


was the 


(Camiac bears his 


sub-committee 


purpose of 


“an offer ct 
advantage that we earnestly 
mend the Committee to Gia 
availing: 
Subéc 


it was such: il 


measure for 
‘iu’. The 


diate 


selves. ol 
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Mout; “Adverting to the in- 
ie butapean population of the 
We cating, doubt but that 
eaiese pary would be purchas- 
Me improved state for the erec- 
Dwelling 
Pwokt more than repay the 
expenditure’ (LGP, April 
Me). FRc above report having 
fea and in circulation, the 
Ste te the Chief Secretary to 
Beyerment (April 28, 1820) 
maey Wintel to purchase Mi 
ee property at the rate offered 
250 
iy antl the purchase money at 
pic of 1000 Rupees per 
me amount to 2 lacks 
pipers. The Chief 
iivel the LC (May 
raw Wpor the public 
Bain ior exceeding in the aggre- 
i wef lacks of Rupees, to be 
printed co the and 
Mement of certain spots of 
Beas present apperfaining to 
mite of M: in Chow 


me, This was the 


o House ay rates 


H ground comprises 
Bigha, 
and a halé 
Secretary 

1820) 
Treasury 


purchase 


Camac 

how area 
mas Ghowringhee started de 
mg into a “White town’ 


r 
ut) 


broom 
faghee Wiy Mot an empty 
Me ihat time, ora jungle where 

 phireledd. A few Europeans 

Come Peay Wuilt palaces in its rural 
the vin Valenti therefore described 
AW fiitire village of palaces” 

A Medical Roard appoint- 
mite Government to 

ni 


te be equived by 


mevement, wrote in 
mie Clie Secretary (fuly 20, 
"the greatest part. of whe 


1s 
Roa 


tt) aoe : 
enquire 


of 
LC 


their re- 


(Cc 
yet) 
| Stead 
okey " 

wit 


donditions o& the 
the 


in Hbestion “is coyered- with 
eek small huts, situated. ... 
contiguity to one another, 
ind by ithe lowest 
m of the natives... The 
ie ite as numerous and as 
ou ipiod a3 in any other por- 
Me itis city... With respect 
mopems ling in its vicinity, 

Observe, that however 
fe the effluvia from the tanks 
fees mist sccasionally prove 
em thie houses are never from 


ny yery 


Lied il 
vee 
lv Tee 
Le ita 
r 

onl 


to 
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this cause left unoccuppeda{. The 
total destruction of the huts and the 
appropriation of the ground now 
occupied by them for larger build- 
ings, would unquestionably add con- 
siderably to the comfor, and agree- 
ableness of the neighbourhood and 
to the beauty of the city.” 

This is an important characteristic 
of the urbanization process in a colo- 


like Caleutta. The 


ruled were systematically 


nial city rulers 


and the 
sevregated, and the ‘wretched of the 
earth’ were systematically uprooted, 


he 


the residential zone 


to 


for building up 
ok the 
the 


ruling class, and adding 
beauty of the city, 
Land-speculators’ Paradise 

Calcutta became the paradise of 
the land-speculators, with the pro- 
gress of LC’s developmen, work. In 
1817-18, the average price of land in 
areas OF Calcutta 
Around Wellington 
150 per cottah (p.c), 
Dhuramtollah Street Rs. 200 p.c., 
Hastings Street and Old Post Office 
Street Rs. 1000 pic, Mangoe Lane 
Rs. 400 to Rs. 1000 pc, Simla Rs. 
150 p.c., Entally Rs. 125 p.c,, Cossi- 
tola (Bentinck Sweet) Rs. 1000 p.c., 
Janbazar Rs. 200 p.c., north of Tank 
Square (Dalhousie) Rs 600 p.c., Free 
School Street and Colinga Rs. 200 
p.c., Dhuramtollah to Rs. 
175 p.c. Chowringhee Rs. 50) p.c. 
The value of the improyed ground 
adjacent to the newly 
read rose about three times and the 


son LupOTtany 


was as follows: 


Square Ks, 


3owbazar 


constructed 


rate of vise was “in proportion to ils 
contiguity to a great thoroughfare” 
(LCP, Feb. 3, 1820). If we do nob 
éorge, the lustorical Fact that 

beginning of the British rulle in In- 
dia does noy date from the victory in 
the, battle of Plassey in 1757, but 
frofn the acquisition of the zamin- 
Calcutta half-a-cen- 
tury before Plassey, and if we 


the 


dary of about 


re- 
member the golden days of the Bri- 
tish zamindars like Holwell and 
their ‘native black’ deputies Gobin- 
daram, we can easily reconstruct the 
social picture of the eighteenth cen- 
tury, When a huge stratum o€ land- 
holders, big, medium and small, 


both British and ‘native’, sprang UfE 


within Calcutta. Mos; of these Jand . 
holders, and baniasmutsuddis, start 
ed buying up landed properties inf 
the mofussil, as well ay in the citys 
at every available opportunity. The 
LC offered this opportunity to ther 
and they landepeculalter 
during the period of Calcutta’s fis 
niajor development (1805-1836) 
There were a large number a Eyre 
pean landholders in Calcutta, TK 
Camac, Vansittart and others, These 
few such Eure: 
peans, collected from a “Statement 
of Lands East Side of River Mooghs 


became 


are the names of a 


Bigha 3% Cottah 
Bighas Cottik 
Bighas 12 Gotta 


5 Copty 


Col. Hampton; 1 
A. Hunter a 2 
Rev. Johnson ; 13 
sibee Johnson; 15 Bighas 
The name of the grea, papular 
the watchmaker 
philanthropist and  educationist 
David Hare, has been mentioned on 
differen; occasions in LCP, in con 
nection with kdnd ctransactton® 
“Tthhe Governor-General is tot 
aware of any objection to the tran 
fer to Mr Hare of the narrow slip 
of ground lying between the great 
tunnel that ryns through the Bank 
shall premises and the ground whieh 
has been already purchased by MF 
Hare on the north side of the new 
road including the spdge indicated 
by the Committee on which some of 
Commodore Hayes’ outoffices at pre 
sent stand, It is understood that in 
consideration of the transfer of this 
portion of ground to My Hare, that 
gentleman will pay the amoun; of 
the compensation proposed to be 
granted to Commodore jHayes and 
will defray the expense of rebuilding 
the outoffices alluded to by. the Com- 
mittee and phat the transfer in ques 
tion will further admi; of sudh an 
arrangement of the building to bé 
constructed by Mr Hate on his own 
grounds, as will be more ornamental 
to the new street than would other 


hero of the ‘natives’, 


15 


ly”, from Chandpal to Jackson Ghat 
(LCP, May 4, 1820) : 

Robert Clive : 1 Bigha 5 Cottah 
G. Vrignon :; 6 Bighas 6 Cottal 


+ | 


| 


| 

. 

; 
) 


: 


: 


: 
; 






Wavise be the case’ (LOP, Nov 23, 
220), David Hare paid Rs 38,937 
the EC for his Bankshall fanded 
Broperty (LCP, Sept 27, 1821). 
Shere is an interesting corréspond- 
erice between "Hate and Ramdulal 
Wy, the millionaire of Caleutta, re- 
onlel in TCP (Sep. 18, 1821), ce 
i Wine these land transactions. 
Wien ite erat philanthropist 
David Hare was doing this, thut is, 
pequiring as much landed property 
hie could, in the most important 
mreas of developmen, in the ‘city, 
bue can well imagine what others 
Bwere doing, both the European and 
Wiative’ landhoklers, in the period of 
aC 's implementation of betterment 
Peehemes in Calcutta. 


porers and Conlies 
Dereitier the lotteries, nor the deli- 
Weaberations of the LC and their plans, 
Peoouid whape Caloutta into a modertt 
pealonial city, withou, the cheap ta- 
Mibour of the brick-layers, brick-break- 
mers (Ahba-makers) and earth-cutters 
fof. CMDA's development work to- 
lay). How were the pucea roads of 
lalcutta, built and repaired? By 
Waaking Avec, that is by  bréewking 
alice bricks into pieces. How was 
mint done? In an interesting memo- 
Hiliim for the consideration of the 
BAY (May 2, 1820) it was stated: “At 
ppresen! all Koah for the repairs of 
Reads in the Town is made by break- 
ny wp Bricks into small pieces, the 
Sirmmmual labour which is very great 
Saint the expense of the article pro- 
portionatdly heavy. The Koah is 
meade: From Bricks formed in. moulds 
ler the English fashion, which «also 
adds to the expense, I imagine it 
would be efjually well, if rhe better, 
mtde from bricks used by the na- 
ives, which for their thinness are 
ayore easily burnt, and consequently 
Pnyre-duralile thati those made in 
Dihe English mode. Tt appears ftom 
eports 10 Government in 1814-16. .. 
that 120 lacy of Bricks were expend- 
ed anfinally for the pttpose, two- 
Sihitd of which were consumed for 
Bekoak. Koah costs 2 RS. per hundred 
errahs, Fettah containing 36 eleven- 
Hineh Brick uvalis, 2 Rs for breaking 
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5600 Bricks...” 

The Jabouirers were getting two 
rupees for breaking 3600 bricks (cf 
Eviglish fashion, thick and hexvy) in 
the 1820s wher the David Hares and 
Ramdulal Deys were buying landed 
property in the areas of improve 
ment, for reaping the windfall pro- 
fits of betterment and recoupment, 
when Raja Rammohan Roy, alter 
buying considerable properties, had 
settled down in Callout, and was 
makine preparations for launching 
the Reriaissanee movement, on the 
main props of anti-Suttee and anti- 
idolatry pamphietegzing, 

Wha, was the wagerate of the 
cooli¢s and labourers at thar time? 
From an account of the expense of 
“raising and laying with bricks and 
coah, the north side of Dhurram- 
tollah”, recorded in the LCP (Sep 7, 
1820), we get the following rate : 

Jtitie 1820: 1500 coolies at Rs 3.12 

whitas per month. 

July 1820: 1560 codlies ay Rs 5.12 

atinas per morth. 

Ausus; 1820: 1581 coolies at 

Rs 3.12 annas pet month, 

The daily wage of a labourer comés 
round to two annas. It could rise 
up to Rs 4 per month “in conse. 
quence of advanced season”. Even 
at the prevailing rate cf prices of 
essential fmed-arricles in the 1820s, 
this was not a subsistence wage, Bur 
that became the most alluring bait 
to abou; one lakh thdividuals enter 
ing the town daily, when thie resi- 
den, population did not much 
exceed two lakhs (Calcutta VI), 
Who were the people who made up 
thig floating population? 

A larve number of this 
population were poor 
artisans, driven out from their an- 
cestral homes and occupations, by 
the tyranny and exploitation of the 
British rulers and their native 
henchmen. ‘The appresscd peasantry 
were then rising in desperate rebel- 
lions, within a radius of abour 50 
to 100 miles around Calcutia, in 
Midnapore, Jungle Mahal, Barasat 
arid Westetn borders, where many 
of our pioneers of Renaissance had 
considerable latided properties; ‘The 


floating 
peasants and 


rebellions were nithlessly supp 
the rebels were liquidated aif 
rooted. A Tarte part cf thig 
rooted “wretched of the earth iil 
the stream of the drifting popili 
anid floated down the villages ii 
town of Caléutta, to offer tiey 
vices as labourers and coolies 
iswn-planners, and as doniedty 
vatits, Of various kinds. ,o the "aa 
nouveau riche and their Em 
masters, “This was the Tigi 
condition, prevailing in Bq 
(1800-1830), which provide 
stimulus, and which was coud 
to be most attspicious, for frit 
ting the Renaissance moveméil 
the town of Calcutta, 

[To be continued, Part VI 
peared on May 1]. 
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Sihanouk : No Surrent 


The following ate excerpts Ti 
banquet speech by Pritice N 
Sthanouk in Peking after his 
from Cambodia. 

Over the past few montis @ 
socalled “peace-loving”  cauiil 
have sought to impose a “cet 
on Cambodia. 

Alas, these countries lod 
compliant or too cretluleas @ 
the “songs of the Washington aif 
which assert that “the Demey 
Republic of Viet Nam Is respi 
for the continuation of the Wi 
Cambodia.” 

Buy the fact is totally off ay 
it is the Nixon government gill 
alone that is responsible, d 

Today more than ever, 7 am 
lified »o denounce the odioag 
city of U.S, imperialism T 
ed the Ho Chi Minh trail GGmt 
end to the other, J lived oneal 
in the jnterior of Cambodigg 
ing my sOjoutn jin jthe comme 
travelled! more than 1,000 kilad 
in places alleged to be “noni 
namese” sanctuaries, 

T assure you tha; the Dena 
Republic o€ Viet Nam seriiait 
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and i 
iis (ipl 

























mmously respects all the obli- 
feely undertaken in the 
hol the Paris acreement ck 
Meer, 1973 and has absolutely 
mt in. the present war in Cam- 
SP with {0 point out solemn- 
te Klimer People’s Armed 
of National (Liberation, 
r : Mem: Kieu Samphan is the 
Biderinchiel, are fighting ab 
; fF Wene, without the aid of 
Fugit So Viet Nam National. Front 
istorii Ribermtion or north Vietnamese 
Be B it pguinst Lon Nol's§ army, 
om 7 ma Vil Thiew's army and US. 
isicletem 


Fons 


presae 


jou om 
pa Latta | 


re 4 


‘nate 


haus i 9” 
it o since January 27, 
i RPNALG. buve no longer recciv- 
aiery gid from their great 


ie s Mie beenise the Democratic Re- 
fie of Viet Nam, scrupulously 
metine all the clauses o€ phe Paris 
Rement, is no longer in the posi- 
Mo tinietinke ~he transpor, of 
Gnd mititions for wus. 
emment, if our P.AF.N-L.C, are 
Gor the U.S. Air Force jitselt 
ible, tt 1s becaiise Lon Nol’s army 
ee before the P-.A.F.N.L.. 
Midliic Units no longer ac 
Waule with our asmult troops, 
mernnatiy fite anf leaye us 
ay a huge quantity of arms 
Puntions, includdne ;105-mm, 
hoe with their shelly, mortars ol 
Suiuuve and heavy machine- 
Me wie 40 armourc«l , vehicles. 
var my that the U.S. President 
DP Nixon ts vidlatine the Paris 
mmen not only by «dispatching 
eae gorce stationed jn South- 
i against our small people, 
i by delivering wo us, though 
oe ily, too conspicuous 4 
Wty Ob Brings, $=miunilions 


‘enue 


from # 
orodom 


reture, 


nin 
oun tere 
asefi a 
[hh toe 
cur fh 
sireng® rh 
nocratie 
onsiile 
Te 


Wily 


herwtit™ 


4 
and Ge 
and 


7 ae lary vehicles. 
- we ser thiy paradoxical sita- 
es,” Sin the one band President 


travers —— : 
im wants fo have done with us 


a s Mikly ax possible in launching 
Dew Pus an air war breaking all 
vy mers in intensity (every day 

— 

wee ae receives up to 120 B52 

1 EEmminnens of F-105, F-111 and AC- 

1 Pitalt), and.on the other hand 

plying ws with arms, mun 


ocr i . 
Ore f iatks, which scarcely allow 


lous 
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us to “bend our knees’ and to “de- 
clare quit,” quite on the contrary! 

So “peace-loving” 
countries Of which TI have spoken a 
few minutes ago believe they should 


the so-called 


conclusion that, since nei- 
ther the U.S.A. and the “Khmer re- 
public’ the “Communists” can 
the war, a “political solution” 
should be brought about. 


draw the 


nor 


with 


So they have proposed the follow- 
(I 
thine because it ts written in plain 
American 


ing procedure am inventing no- 
words in the Western and 
press). , 

—Tirst, make representations with 
the Republi of «Viet 
Nam the 
. withdraws all 


Democratic 


so that she ceases to aid 


Khmers” 
her troops from Cambodia. 


‘red and 

~.Second, make the “red Khmers” 
negotiate with Lon Nol’s “republic” 
with a view to integrating them into 
the “republic,” preventing 
Sihanouk from returning to Cambo- 
dia. 

Can anything be more unrealistic ? 

How can one resolve the Cambo- 
dian problem when one ignores all 


while 


the realities of Cambodia? 

How can the in 
Cambodia to be halted by the north 
the 
Khmers ex- 


one cause war 


when, on ‘revolu- 


the 


Victnamese 


tionary” side, it 1s 


clusively who are waging the struggle? 


Flow can one expect that the “red 
Khmers” 
cism and the rotternness c€ the Lon- 
regime and by U.S. dollars 
when diready 0 per 
cent of Cambodia and already estab- 
lish there, very solidly, the people's 
a pure and decent democra- 


will be seduced by the fas- 


nolite 


they control 


powet 
¢y, and when they are so proud of 
possessing one of the rare armies cé 
the 
the 


refuse 


world ‘where the fighters pay 
of 


remuneration, rank 


and 
and 


cost their own uniform 
all 
honorific distinction ? 

As for Sihanouk’s government, how 
“efface ip ab one strike” 


when i; is already given de jure rec 


can one 
oonition by nearly 40 sovereign states, 
and amongst the and 
when it represents the people’s pow- 
er, which reigns over 90 per cent of 
the Khmer territory and is defended 


not least, 


by the incorruptible P.AF.NLG.? 

So J to declare aloud the 
here can be and there will be onl 
one adequate solition to the probit 
x to obtaigl 
from President Nixon ‘that he cea 
interfere the affairs of th 
thus leave the s¢ 
repullic’ to sar 
without ait 
military face 10 face will 
N.UFC. The whole word 
knows and the press of the sacalled 
itgelf writes tha, Lot 
Nol's regime will collapse at once 
like a castle o€ cards once the USA 
ceases giving it air protection, 

The fall of this tllegal, anti-natios 
al and anti-popular regime will Bpse 
jacto bring peace to Cambodia, 

You know che Khmer people walk 
Their reputation as a peaceable 
people is legendary. But you also 
know that, in the course of their long 
history of almost two thousand years, 
they have never bowed hefore im 
vaders, aggressors and. colonialists, 

Today tomorrow, therefore, 
they accept “a pax Ame 
that is to say, a peace with 
a (partition of their country, a peace 
wiih the perpetudtion of the LS 
neo-cdlonialism of Cam- 


dare 


my country namely, 


to in 
Cmbodians and 
called 
things out 


L1.S, 


“Khing 
all 


alone 


ail 


“free” world 


and 
will never 
ricana,” 


in a part 
boailia. 

In the past few days, certain Wesh 
have 
Nixon's 
his 
air war and increasing to the maxis 
mum his military involvemen, on The 
side of the “republic” of Phnom Penk 
in order to prevent the latter from 
“falling” The Washington govern: 
ment once promised that i) would 
no; send U.S, ground €orces to Cam 
bodia, but a Saigon paper wrote 
that Nixon’s special envoy, General 
Alexander Haig, would probably ne 
gotiate with the govemmen; of 
Bangkok (Thailand) the eventaal 
dispatch of Thai “volunteers” to 
Cambodia to succour the Lonnoelite 
army in a rout, 

The situation in Indochina, and 
consequently in Southeast Asia, is 

of being explosive. 

gut whatever U.S, imperialism may 


ert papers and press agencies 
of Presiden; 
intention of further escalating 


informed us 


in danger 
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yO against them, the Khmey people 
| gefighting under the banner of the 
MLE. give vou formal assurance 
fthat they will never bend their knees 
. andl thay they will continue with no 
= ack their armed résistance, if neces. 
Seay, until che end of the second pre- 
La sidential term of the supet-belligerent 
q. and super-colonialist Richard Nixon, 
aiAnd even if his successor wishes to 
gidllow his steps along the road of 
mibelligerency and neo-colonization of 
HiCambodia, the Khmer peaple, their 
maN-U.F.C. and their PLAF.N.L.C. 
pwill be able to continue theiy armed 
Strupple for another four years. 
Si Thus, our people are conscious of 
Mi having accomplished no, only their 
pi Pational duty but also their inter- 
i) Mationalist duty. Indeed, ik hey 
‘kneel before Nixon, "there will be, 
4 Bino limit to the insolence and the 
Mthirst for conques, and domination 
Of this new Caesar. And the other 
ematl peoples of the third world are 
in danger of suffering from this very 
ely and even mortally. The 
7 Kiimer people hope that all the coun- 
Dp ties thet sincerely love peace and 
jjustice will help them to liberate 
Phnom Perth quickly and so win a 
|victory for the cause of peace and 
H Freedom. 
i To this end, 
Mand governments that 


we request all states 
are sincerely 
ei triends of our people in goodwill, if 
H they haven't done so already, to 

break all relations with the regime 
f Of war criminals of Phnom Penh and 
b sive de jure recognition to the 
» R.N.ULC 
mn the fall of an anti-national and anti- 
al- 


together 


Thus, they ‘will hasten 


Sy) popular “government” which is 
feady tottering and which, 
with U.S. imperialism, is responsible 
for the indescribable miseries and 
sufferings of the Cambodian nation. 
Its fall alone will prevent President 
Nixon from plunging all of South. 
® east Asia into fire and blood and 


endangering world (From 


Peking Review). 


peace. 


View from Delhi 


The Losing Game 


From A Poriticat 
CORRESPONDENT 


i ee the PAC mutiny broken out 

a non-Congress State, the 
Government would have go; the boot 
for €ailure to fulfil the law and order 
obligations. Tt happened to be the 
Prime Minister’s State and a Con. 
gress-ruled State where law and 
order cannot break down even if the 
troops have battle the politicised 
PAC, which, according to the anony- 
mous spokesmen of the Centre, were 
under “Naxalitetype” 7 ir¥inence, 
which one presumes is not the same 
thing as Naxalite influence. 

The mutiny gives Mrs Gandhi the 
pretex; for postponing the elections 
in the State indefinitely because after 
Dindigul, she is not too sure of 
taining Uttar Pradesh, The Consti 
tution is noy very dlear here. Some 
think that elections in a State 
not be postponed once the Assembly 
hag completed jts full term of five 
years. Emergency or no emergency, 
President’s Rule or no, elections are 
inescapable, they contend. But the 
other school think? even |after the 
Assembly ceases to exist (five years is 
the maximum life laid down in the 
Constitution) a State can be brought 
under President’s Rule three 
years, that is six months at a time 
six times. Which means there 
be a gap of eighy years between one 
election and another, 

There is a perfect alibi for 
holding elections and for clamping 
down President's Rule in the name 
of Streamlining the administr$tion, 
so thar factional problems can be 
sorted out to Mrs Gandhi’s advan- 
tage, 

Significantly, no Congress feader 
of consequence has said a word about 
the Dindigul debacle which follows 
the party's defeat in Ahmedabad and 
Banka. Mr Mohan Kumaramanga- 
lam hdd staked his prestige on it 


can- 


tor 


not 


could. 


when he persuaded the Hieh G@ 
mand to field a candidate ¥ 
The result amounts to thiss 
electorate has rejected the DM 
cisively and has refused to recog 
the Congress.as a party. Mrs Gail 
had been fed ‘on reports that 
party has been gaining an ind 
dent there wal 
need, rapprochement 
Mr Kamataj: and the Consressi 
in Tamil Nadu. At one of 
Workine mectings si 
known to somerine 9 
carrying om 
the 


mass base and 


for pany 


Committee 
have sagd 
that the only person 
party work in 
Mr Kamaraj). Sut 
Congressmen dike Mr Kamara 
galam who have been running§ 
party thought the Indira image 
something in Tamil Nadu pont 
not, 


Congress 
was 


which it is 
In a weeks, the commf 
scribes are sure to build up wg 
paign for cleyating Mr Kumafil 
galam to the number 2 positidil 
the Cabinet. The motive is 
ous—to blight his chances so 
Mr D. P. Dhay becomes the ni 
2. Mr Dhar is the wizard beu 
the wholésale foodprain taka 
His Planning Commission has i 
to convince the nation thay 
year’s food output 115 if 
tonnes, which is just nonsense 
suming that output was a meng 
tonnes, the per capita 
should have been 1359m 
while in the publig 
tribution system the issue 
from 8 kilogrammes jn Mah 
to f kilogrammes or Jess in Kem 
The wholes blamed, 
Opposition was blamed and no 
is being blamed. 


few 


was 


million 
ability 
orammes 


alers were 


farmer 
The food crisis provides the Ti 
drop to everything, There gf 
hension thay, forces 7) 
States are a disgruntled and di 
tented let and might choose ji 
passive when there are food ¥ 
the See. had no, only 
forewarned « the. riots buts 1 
the growing "dexeoni eget a 
{policemen. Ar least four Smile 
cluding Uttar Pradesh, had 


police 


JUNE 





med if April by those in. rhe 
Of things, It is not known if 
MeGenire conveyed its assessment 
ihe Uttar Pradesh Government. 
Mi Gentre has a number of para 


} 


My forces of its own at its dis- 
mar iO pet cven with any errajint 
a police forces. The army is 
Be as the last standby, But 
ie is some awareness of the im 
Batons Of commandeering the army 
id civil authority too often, The 
mol the army in Uttar Pradesh, 
ihe decision to continue its use 
fa civil authority is bound 
ide ibe morale of the police forces 
ithe States. 
Revertheless, the approach~is still 
of law and order, of squelching 
fie and petting tough. In Uttar 
Wen, the PAC’s grievances are 
Pkt and Every 
Meiie agitation reached a serious 


it), aA committee asked 
com- 


{oO 


long-standing 


was 


sul 


mm inte the issie. 
MES WepoT, was 
me recommendation implement- 


nog 
taken seri yusly 


ingly the organised palligi 
amies gor cold fee, over the 
Be Pradesh situation. The CPI(M) 
mall 100 anxious to disown 
f unit which took out a pro- 
Mon ia support oc the PAC. The 
Meoangh belatedly demanded re- 
fon of the Uttar Pradesh Gov 
met on But the 
patties in general have been 
Miband reluctant to support the 
ft avitation, 
fe) Pr Shankar Dayal Sharma, 
Mie not available these evenings 
mie edification of 
Meiias been saying in Dindigul 
Bile Opposition parties have 
Puttar Pradesh the targer be- 
Mie State hacl given the coun- 
4uccessive Prime Ministers. 
Sikenine ‘Uttar the 
ffion wanted to weaken India. 
Gly ihe Prime Minister's week- 
mm at times tri-weckly) forays 
iitir Pradesh provided the 
im for PAC units to gather at 
mie time and chart out their 
om in one town, PAC men 


its 


issue. 


this 


correspon- 


Pradesh, 


me, 1973 


FRONTIER 


had even planned a demonstration. 
The State intelligence goofed or con- 
nived at the PAC agitation, So the 
demand now is for the Centre to 
set up a full-fledged parallel intelli- 
gence machinery in Uttar Pradesh. 
\nd perhaps in other States too. 
May 26, 1973 


Letters 


On The Road 


The sorry state of the CPM lead- 


eyship iis not something } 
Andhra Government 
During 1968-69 eight state 
compulsorily retired 
service for trade union acti- 
The Andhra Postal TIT Union 
throughouy was under the influence 
and wuidance of Comrade K. G 
Bose, (CPM) leader. He was in 
charge of the All India Federation 
for year. Except 
pious resolutions calling for finan- 
cial help (which never materialised) 
call for action on all-India 
level issued, They are still 


new 
Lo servants. 
lead- 
ers were 
from 

vities, 


over 2 passing 


no an 


was On 
the road, 

Three days of dharna from 9 a.m. 
to 1l am.  Iasp month 
against the Central Pay Commission's 
But the leaders 
directed ‘the activists ‘to apply Kor 


protesting 
repor, were staged. 


leave for prjvate affairs so as no, to 
embarrass the officers. 

Rightly, the CITU declared ay its 
Ernakuiam mela tha, “life's experi 
ences will bring more and more peo- 
ple in the streets”. 
on the streets the leaders forge: about 


Once they are 
them. 

ON THE VICTIMS 
Visakhapatnam 


OF 


Bihar Branch Of APDR 


Following the footsteps of the Asso- 


ciation for the Protection of Demo- 
Rights, organized in Calcutta 
to make a united effort 


the reign of terror and repres- 


cratic 
liest 
end 


year to 


sion and also to end the in-fighting 


amongst initiatives were take 
by some people to organize a simila 
association in Bihar, Mr A. K. Ray 
MLA, and Dr Sree Krishna Sing 
issued a joint appeal and on May 1@ 
at a meeting held ay the office of Ue 
progressive Hindi fortnightly Filha 
the Bihar branch of APDR was for 
mally opened, 

In Bihar, apart from the genera 
programme laid down in the declara 
tion of the parent body, there avg 
other important tasks before the As 
sociation, There is the problem af m 
dieyal exyiloitation and repressiog 
which is accepted like a natural ph 
nomenon and which manifests isel 
in various forms like caste distine 
tion, and from which even the WF 
ban population, the workers, the 
students or the low-paid government 
employees suffer. The APDR mugi 
fight these also to defend the dems 
cratic rights of the people. 

The noted Hindi progressive patty 
Sti Nagarjun and Sri Radharaman) 
eminent lawyer Of Pama High Court) 
were elected Vice-Presidents of the 
Association. Sti Kamal WNatayang 
Ghoube, Advocate, Patna High 
Court, is the General Secretary, 

In the same mecting the Asse 
ciation I resolution cone 
demning the brutal murder of land: 
less peasants in the village of Chowri 


6:5,73. 
the tasks of 
APDR were spelled out. 


us. 


adopted a 


of Bhojpur district on In 


another resolution the 
The vie 
tims of police repression, In 
form whatsoever, are requested 
APDR. at the following 
Sti MB. N, (G. 


Secretary) , Das Company Road, Lohas 


to 
contact the 


address : Choube 


nipur, Patna-3, 
The Executive Committce alsa pe 
quests all those who are willing te 


co-operate with the Association if 


one way or the other, to communic 


cate with it. 
RAM NARESH MAHARAJ 
ARABINDA SINHA 
Joint Asst. Secretaries 


19 


\ 


any § 








Frontier 


Registered with the Registrar of Newspapers of India under R.N196516/68 


Defend Prisoners 


The Legal Aid Gommittee has been 
organised io defend all those who are 


being victimised for holding politi- 
cal beliefs dissimilar to those of the 
party in power, 
defend such cases irrespective of the 


Our object is to 


political ideology of the victims. 


‘There are over ten thousand de- 


tenys and undertrial 
West 


cases have been pending since 1968- 


prisoners in 


Bengal only. Innumerable 
69. Despite reminders the police are 
reluctant to submit chargesheets and 
bail is being opposed stubbornly. If 
one is granted bail he is tagged to 
some other cases, Thus the prison- 
ers are virtually denied any defence. 
The overwhelming majority of those 
who had to be released after the 
Supreme Court struck down Section 
17A of the MISA, were immediately 


re-arrested, 


There is great need to expand our 
work and the task before us is huge. 
We can hope to tackle it adequately 
only if greater co-operation is forth- 


Bee BS es eee eae Ee eee eee 


coming from all democratically- 
minded people not only in this State 
but in the whole of India. 

We appeal to all democratic peo- 


ple : 


To contribute generously to this 
Comnnittee ; 

To comrmainicate to us all cases 
of odhitical victimization in 
need of legal aid, 


Cheques drawn in favour of Bina 
Banerjee may be sen, to either of 
the addresses given below; money 
orders, cash and communications 10 
the office (2). 


l. Bina Banerjee 
Account: No, 10816 
United Bank of India, 
Sealdah Branch, 
28, Acharya Prafulla Chandra 
Roy Road, 
Calcutta-9, 


Jayasree Rana 

Legal Aid Committee 

I], Old Post Office Street, 
Third Floor, 

Calcutta-1. 

Visiting hours: 4-30 p.m, to 
6-30 p.m. on jweekdays (bar- 
ring holidays) . 





June 2, 





